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with a whoop of joy the politicians had broken up the
Coalition Government and ejected Mr. Lloyd George.
Lord Curzon alone had weathered the storm, but he
had little reason to be proud of this. Far back in 1919
he had informed the Italian Ambassador that he had
had no hand in the sending of the Greeks to Smyrna and
looked on it as a cardinal error. In September 1922
he denied all knowledge of the Cabinet'^ appeal to the
Empire to stand up to the Turks at Chanak. Between
those dates he was continuously Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs. He allowed the Foreign Office, with
its wealth of knowledge and precedent, to be short-
circuited. He saw the Empire committed to policies
that he knew were wrong and that involved the security
of the world and of future generations. Mr. Lloyd
George may have been ignorant, but Lord Curzon was
aware of the errors. Pregnant with his own pomposity
and the idea of his own ability and of his own stupendous
indispensability, he remained in office, and yet influenced
the situation but little. Then when Mr. Lloyd George
fell, Lord Curzon proclaimed that he had never agreed
with his chief, and that now he would put right what
he had always known to be wrong. Mr. Bonar Law
had become Prime Minister. He was preaching " Tran-
quillity," and that the health of the world depended on
keeping the patient quiet, and not on vigorous exercise
or operations.
The Sultan Wahad-ed-Din had left Turkey on a
British battleship, and Abdul Medjed had been created
an emasculated edition of a Khalif. The opposition in
Turkey had ceased to exist and Angora was supreme.